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Honourable Members of the European Parliament, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We are gathered here, this evening, while Europe is recovering after over a 

year and a half of health emergency, social and economic crisis, sufferings 

and fears. 18 months during which the European Union regained – after 

some initial disorientation – unity and solidarity, the ability to respond to 

common difficulties, and a capacity to innovate. As the President of the 

European Commission, Mrs Ursula von der Leyen, said a few days ago, the 

Union has the highest vaccination rate in the world (79% of its population), 

it distributed 700 million free vaccine doses in 130 countries and is ready to 

share additional 450 million doses with the poorest countries. It set an 

example in the world by introducing the Green Pass as a tool to encourage 

vaccination and responded to the economic crisis, caused by the pandemic 

and lockdowns, deciding to borrow from the international capital markets to 

finance the recovery and resilience of the Member Countries and forge a 

future of growth and sustainability for the Next Generation EU. Thanks to 

these measures, by mid-2022, the EU will have completely filled the growth 
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gap induced by the pandemic, placing itself along a potentially stronger 

recovery path. As long as we continue making the right choices. 

 

The founding fathers can be proud of us. Europe is alive and kicking, in 

spite of those who thought it was, and wanted it to be, dying. The large EPP 

family is witnessing the strengthening of the Christian, liberal and 

supportive Europe it has always represented, a Europe which strongly 

believes that nobody should be left behind, a Europe relying on social 

market economy, a Europe of freedoms and rights. The values of the EPP 

are not the values of one political side. They are Europe’s universal values. 

They include everybody and exclude no one. This is our strength, in every 

country of the Union. Silvio Berlusconi does not get tired of saying it, 

together with us the members of Forza Italia, who returned to the 

Government after nine years to support the appointment as Prime Minister 

of the most influential Italian, Mr Mario Draghi.  

 

After the European Coal and Steel Community and the establishment of the 

single currency, the response to the pandemic is another crucial step in our 

integration process. Jean Monnet wrote it in 1976: «Europe will be forged 

in crises, and will be the sum of the solutions adopted for those crises». 

 

Some people called this moment Europe’s “Hamilton moment”, in relation 

to Alexander Hamilton who, in the late 1700s, managed to turn the debt that 

the 13 colonies had incurred to achieve independence from the UK, into the 

public debt of the new federal State, laying the foundations for what would 

become the United States of America.  

 

In Europe, things are a little bit different and, therefore, I like to call this the 

“Merkel moment”, giving credit to the German Chancellor, a great 

stateswoman, for having changed her mind on common debt, thus allowing 

us to redesign a shared and supportive response to a symmetrical crisis. The 

result of this is a 750-billion-euro worth package aimed at driving the States 

out of the Covid-19 emergency and pave the way towards a greener, more 

digital, more cohesive and more inclusive Europe.  
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The “Draghi moment” within the “Merkel moment” 

 

In addition to the “Merkel moment”, the “Draghi moment” started last 

February in Italy. The idea that this is a magic moment was confirmed by 

sport, with all its symbolic power: Wimbledon, Wembley, Tokyo, the 

success in the Paralympic Games, the triumph of our women’s and men’s 

volleyball teams in Belgrade and Katowice. A favourable astral conjunction 

for my country which, from an economic and social perspective, sees our 

National Recovery and Resilience Plan – a 191-billion-euro “contract” 

signed with the European Commission – as the polar star to re-establish our 

primary role in Europe and in the international community. In the set of 

projects of the Plan – as highlighted Mr Draghi when presenting the NRRP 

to Parliament last April – «there is also and above all the destiny of our 

country, the measure of its credibility and reputation as a founder of the 

European Union and protagonist in the Western world». 

 

Italy is the main beneficiary of Next Generation EU funds in absolute terms. 

We are aware of the importance of successfully implementing the Plan in a 

European perspective. To date, we have proven worthy of Europe’s trust: 

we submitted our NRRP to the European Commission by April 30, we 

obtained an excellent evaluation (ten “As” and a “B”), we approved and 

adopted legislation on the first two enabling reforms – simplification and 

governance on the one hand, and recruitment and public administration on 

the other – before the summer break and these allowed us to receive the 25 

billion euro pre-financing payment by mid-august. I am proud that both 

decrees bear my signature.  

 

 

The future-oriented integration project 

 

The reform approach underpinning the entire Plan and the reform of public 

administration itself address the challenges identified by our party, the EPP, 

and project into the future the original integration project, focusing – 

together with the other countries – on the enhancement of human capital, 

digital transition, ecological transition, social inclusion.  

The prompt European response to the pandemic was a bulwark to contain 

widespread forms of scepticism, sovereignism and negationism: it helped us 

experience first-hand that the economic advantages of the European 
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integration largely outweigh the costs of it. The combination of 

responsibility and freedom, a central value for the EPP, guided us, as a 

Government, towards resolutely choosing to make the Green Pass 

mandatory for all public and private workers to ensure health safety. The 

results were so satisfactory that Anthony Fauci called us «an example for 

the world». 

 

As a Minister in the Draghi government, as a member of Forza Italia and of 

the EPP family, I can only rejoice for my country that regained credibility, 

is solidly stable in its Euro-Atlantic position and in its identity of liberal 

democracy, aware of the value of social cohesion. A country which is 

expected to grow by over 6% this year and appears profitable to investors. 

A country where public administration is being reformed following a new 

alphabet: A for Access, B for Buona (good) administration, C for human 

Capital, D for Digitalization. An efficient and gentle country. Not only 

sunshine, pizza and love! 

 

Thanks to PM Draghi and to the NRRP, we are securing the country from a 

health point of view, with the vaccination campaign, and from an economic 

point of view, with the implementation of reforms. Health safety as the best 

economic policy strategy.   

 

 

The collective ownership of NGEU and its legacy 

 

In order for NGEU to play its dual role of being the catalyst of reforms, in 

individual member countries and in the Union as a whole, and in order to 

ensure a continuous growth in Europe, we cannot stop after these 

preliminary achievements.  

 

First of all, we still lack a missing indispensable ingredient: we need to 

ensure a collective ownership of Next Generation Eu in Italy and in all EU 

member countries. The decisions we are adopting today, will be crucial for 

the wellbeing of the future generations. We need to ignite the enthusiasm of 

young people: they must be the drivers and protagonists of change, in a 

system where quality employment and labour are the pillars of Europe’s 

development. We need to engage universities, workers, businesses, trade 

unions, banks, local authorities, civil society.  
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Secondly, we have to start discussing the legacy of NGEU, within the 

framework of the forthcoming revision process of European fiscal rules. It 

is clear that the Recovery and Resilience Facility was designed to meet and 

extraordinary financial need as Europe was being affected by the pandemic. 

It is equally clear that after the successful issuance of the first NGEU bonds, 

nothing will be as before. Even if this European financial effort was 

conceived to be temporary, it cannot be excluded, in fact it is to be hoped, 

that it becomes an ordinary tool in the EU budget. As a Minister in the 

Draghi government, elected with Forza Italia and a member of the EPP 

family, I feel the responsibility that my country has in successfully using 

(spending well) these funds. What is at stake is not only the future of my 

country, but also the future of our European Union. 

 

The debate on economic governance cannot be postponed since it 

characterizes the ability of our economies to grow and be competitive with 

those of the rest of the world. The new fiscal rules shall shape the new 

Europe. We therefore have to start discussing how to better combine the 

common monetary policy with the coordination of fiscal policies, becoming 

gradually more autonomous at the EU level, while guaranteeing the 

sustainability of national public finance (the problem of the transmission of 

monetary policy to the real economy). 

 

 

We can no longer afford an unaccomplished Europe  

 

Finally, this is the moment of courage for the construction of a new Europe, 

even from a geo-political point of view, and all the more so if we consider 

the risk of a new isolationism of the USA, as clearly emerged in the Afghan 

case, and if we look at China’s expansionism. This is why the Conference 

on the Future of Europe which was launched last May 9, is a major pan 

European test. The Conference must be the strategic and most intrinsically 

political parallel of Next Generation EU, to speed up the construction of a 

European Defence Union: not by merely setting up a common army, but 

rather, by jointly assessing threats, setting a common political agenda and 

having a real military capacity and ability to intervene.  

 

Europe must have an autonomous and influential voice which strengthens 

western culture in the new global scenario in the dialogue with the United 
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States. Believing that soft power was enough to exert an influence was a 

mistake: Europe also needs a hard power to show it is able to safeguard its 

own interests any time these are challenged. Only by doing this, we will be 

able to achieve the “strategic autonomy” recently mentioned by President 

Von der Leyen as being the distinctive trait of the Union’s next steps. Far 

better with a stronger Commission, less acting as a Secretariat of the national 

governments but rather as an executive power in the proper sense. 

 

A strong European leadership is no longer just an ambition: it is a need to 

ensure stability, security, wellbeing, social justice. The Italy of reforms, 

Berlusconi’s Italy, Draghi’s Italy are there. We, all the members of Forza 

Italia, are fully aware that what is at stake is a better country, our country, 

in a better Europe: our common dream. 
 


